The Good Person Test





Build #1
Are You Good?
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Do You Think You're a Good Person?

·     Yes, I'm a Good Person.
No, I'm not a Good Person.
Aside:  If you answered “No” – 

Do you know why you're not a good person? 
Why not take the test and find out?

OK here we go . . . the Good Person Test

1. Have you ever told a Lie?





#2
Even for a good purpose?

Yes, I've told a lie.
No, I've never told a lie.
If you answered “Yes”

What does that make you?

If someone lied to you, what would you call them?  A Liar
That makes you a Liar.






#3
We might not like that word - we like to say we're 'just human', or that we 'stretched the truth'. But the truth is - if You've told a lie, You’re a Liar.
Aside:  If you answered “No”

You've never told a Lie?

I can't believe you've never told a lie. The Bible says we all were born liars. I think you should change your answer.

2. Have you ever Stolen?






#4
Have you ever taken anything that did not belong to you?

Even something small?

Yes
No
Aside:  If you answered “No”

Are you sure?

You've never taken a pen, pencil, or piece of paper that didn't belong to you? That's pretty hard to believe.

If you answered “Yes”
That makes you a thief.






#5
It sounds harsh, but the truth is - if you’ve ever stolen anything
You’re a thief.
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3. Have you Ever Been Angry with Someone?


#6
Have you ever been angry with another person?

Yes, I've been angry with another person.
No, I've never been angry with another person.
Aside:  If you answered “No”

You've never been angry at someone??

I find that pretty hard to believe. Are you sure you don't want to change your answer?

If you answered “Yes”






#7
“I’ve Been Angry with Someone.”
Jesus said, that makes you a murderer.

Matthew 5:21-22 - whoever is angry with his brother without a cause is guilty of murder.

 
Okay, according to God's standard, We’re all murderers.
4. Have you ever looked at another person with lust or desire?       

#8                                                  

Yes, I've looked with lust.
No, I've never looked at another person with lust.
If you answered “Yes”

Jesus said, that makes you an adulterer.



#9
Jesus said in Matthew 5:27-28 that to look at someone with lust is to have committed adultery with them.

Okay, according to God’s standard – We’re all adulterers.
Aside:  If you answered “No”

You never looked at anyone with desire??

I find that pretty hard to believe. Are you sure?

You may not realize this . . .





#10
But those are just four of the 10 Commandments.


4 of the Commandments the Rich Young Ruler (All Am.) 

said he had kept

By your own admission and the standard of God’s law, the 10 Commandments, you are a LYING, THIEVING, MURDEROUS AUDULTER at Heart.

· BUT – JESUS HAS THE ANSWER!
Now in our Series – Jesus, Up Close & Personal we are going to look at an Encounter Jesus had with a person who really is very much like ALL of us.

At Heart – He viewed himself as a GOOD Person too!

There is a little bit of him in each of us.

I’m Calling this Encounter

Jesus & the All American – title of my message


#11
It’s a Familiar Story of Jesus Encountering the Rich Young Ruler
     (Young Rich) Matt. 19:16-30 & Mark 10:17-31,  Luke 18:18-30 (Ruler)

Most Americans are very much like this Man

He was a man who had  

· “WEALTHY”
Americans & Westerners in General Are WEALTHY compared to the rest of the world.
I could have called it:

Jesus and the Wealthy Man

Jesus & the Entrepreneur

Jesus & the Capitalist, Stock Broker, Big Wheel, Banker

Jesus & the Young Executive

Jesus & the Business Man

I didn’t because that removes this story from someone with whom we don’t readily identify.

The other Way in Which Most Americans are Very Much like 
this man is that we

Think of Ourselves as 
· “GOOD”

“Good”  - much of AMERICAN PRIDE, accomplishment even 
religious self-righteousness is measured by & summed-up in the word “good”


“I’m basically a good person.”


“But we’ve done so many good things for other nations.”


“We’re a good intentioned people.”


“We’re just good people.” 
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